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The Shrine of Our Lady of Clemency was 
erected in S. Clement’s Church, Philadelphia, 
in 1943, and was dedicated on the Feast of the 
Annunciation of that year. 

The fund for the erection of the Shrine was 
subscribed by innumerable members of the con- 
gregation and friends of the parish. No one 
person gave a large sum. It represents the gifts 
of many devoted people who love Our Lady 
and who wished to see her honored by a Shrine 
in S. Clement's Church. These gifts have been 
recorded in a Book of Remembrance which is 
kept with the annals of the parish. 

The statue is of unusual design and beauty 
and must be seen to be fully appreciated. Many 
who see the statue for the first time are im- 
pressed by the unusual aspect. It is not the 
earthly representation—the Holy Mother hold- 
ing the Divine Child—but is patterned from 
the vision of St. John who saw Our Lady as the 
Queen of Heaven :— 

“A woman clothed with the sun, the moon un- 
der her feet, and upon her head a crown of 
welve stars.” Rev. 12:1 

In this statue Our Lady holds a sceptre in 
her left hand, while her right hand rests above 
her heart. From behind the figure, highly burn- 
ished rays of glory waver out in the shape of a 
great vesica. Above the statue is a deep valance 
of delicate wood-carving gilded and _ painted 
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in medieval gothic colors, and surmounted by a 
tall spire of open wood-work and carving, mak- 
ing a total height for the Shrine from the floor 
to the tip of the pinnacle, of about 25 feet 

The Shrine was designed by Wilfred E. 
Anthony of New York, and follows the sug- 
gestion of the late Rev. Franklin Joiner, Rector 
of S. Clement’s Church from 1920-1955. The 
wood-work was built by the Master Wood 
Craft Company of New York, with Henry E. 
Beretta as the sculpture. Robert Robbins, also 
of New York, did the gilding and the painting. 

Shortly after the Shrine was set up, it be- 
came evident that this could be no mere parish 
Shrine, but a Shrine that belonged to the whole 
Church; a Shrine that belonged to all whoever 
they were and wherever they might be. In 
short, to all who loved Our Lady and longed 
to promote the honor that is her due. And so it 
was that in 1944, one year after the erection of 
the Shrine, it was given the designation of The 
Shrine of Our Lady of Clemency, and on April 
10th, 1944, began a continuous novena which 
has continued to the present day. Thus began a 
new foundation with a new title for St. Mary. 
The title was adapted from the dedication of 
the church where the Shrine was erected, and 
because clemency is a synonym for mercy, 
gentleness, compassion, sympathetic under- 
standing, kindness and all attributes that be- 
long in superabundance to the Holy Mother of 
God. 

Over the years many novena petitions and 
offering have been received, and it is gratify- 
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ing to note that in many instances petitions 
have been followed by novenas of thanksgiving 
for prayers that have been so promptly an- 
swered. The offerings to the Shrine have been 
generous and this fund has been far reaching 
in its use. Aside from providing all the candles 
used at the Shrine, and all printed literature, 
it has provided offerings to further the work of 
mission churches at home and abroad, and has 
provided a limited number of scholarships for 
young people attending Valley Forge Summer 
Conference. 

From 1944 to the present day the daily no- 
venas continue, and there is hardly a day with- 
out a letter addressed to the Shrine. A half-hour 
devotion is conducted at the Shrine immedi- 
ately after the ringing of the evening Angelus. 
A few general prayers pertinent to the Shrine 
and its purpose are offered first, then follow the 
special novenas. As each novena is closed on 
the ninth day, a candle is lighted at the Shrine 
to mark its end and to leave there a votive of- 
fering for each completed invocation. The devo- 
tions close with a recitation of the Rosary, the 
mysteries following through the week in their 
usual order, and each prefaced by the leader 
with some suggestion for prayer that is ap- 
propriate to either the current season of the 
Church Year or to the Saint whose commemo- 
tion is in the kalendar for that day. Our pray- 
ers and our devotions are linked each evening 
with those being offered in England at dhe 
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. 
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The formal prayers at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Clemency are thus begun :— 


“In the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Ghost. Amen Let us pray for a 
greater devotion to Our Lady, St. Mary, and 
for a wider practice of her invocation. Let us 
give thanks for the privilege of these evening 
devotions at this Shrine of her Clemency. Let 
us remember all those who have ever prayed at 
this Shrine, or offered their Novenas here. 
Let us pray for all those absent from us who are 
joining their prayers with ours at this time. 
And let us join our intentions with those being 
offered this evening at the Shrine of Our Lady 
of Walsingham 

Holy Mary, pray for us 

Holy Mother of God, 

Holy Virgin of Virgins, 

Our Lady of Clemency, 

Our Lady of Walsingham, 

Queen of Peace, pray for us.” 

Our Lady of Clemency, Mother of Divine 
Grace, Help of Christians, and Cause of our 
Joy; plead with thy Son for us and all the Cli- 
ents of this Shrine of thy Clemency. Protect 
us with thy motherly arms from sin and sorrow ; 
be our shield against pride and envy and all 
snares of the devil; and teach us, loving thee, 
to love Jesus, and all souls for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen 


S. CLEMENT’s CHURCH 
20th and Cherry Streets 
Philadelphia, Penna. 19103 


Please present the following Novena at the Shrine of Our Lady of Clemency : 


